
 
 
 
 
Parks Committee March 3rd meeting  
 
 
 
Attendance  -  John Harris, Esther Leonard, Kelley Zaleski, Garrett Gresly, Tracy Myers via 
phone 
 
 
Public comment - Esther Lonard proposed, John seconded  
 
 
Eldred - Resident with race track concerned about flood and water runoff affecting property and 
the track 
Concerned about waste/ trash  
Concerned about deer 
 
Gaylin Head -  Resident  
Increase in traffic says paddlers grove has increased traffic people sleeping in the existing park 
overnight thinks will change local environment  
 
Bob Coward  Resident- opposed, says used to be tree lot, and animals used. Says there is too 
much traffic currently and canoers do not respect neighborhood currently. Says enbridge cut all 
the trees down,  Has called the EPA on enbridge with no response or follow up.  Says told 
Board previously it was a toxic waste site  
 
Heather Rocho - says does not support. Says we don’t maintain what we have we don’t 
maintain cemeteries that Emmett owns currently there are 8 acres of cemeteries that are 
struggling to be maintained. Did not see a key on the map provided by Fleis and Vanderbrink. 
Says needs feasibility study.  Says is a albatross says we have trails and boat launches 
currently. Says feels we are moving forward because project was handed to us, wants the new 
survey included in plans.  Says we need to listen to residents that live near park currently. Says 
is part of historical committee but does not see point in partnering with park committee. Says 
this park brings nothing new to emmett township.  Follow up - says she is not against parks but 
brought up the negatives of a park near her that people have littered, left drug items, defecate 
etc  
 
 
Ms Deb Evans -  resident - South raymond road to the river.  Says remembers the park at 
raymond and michigan ave. says played there as a child and has good memories,  says positive 
things about parks and outdoors. Says sees there are challenges and wants to see waterway 



protected. Says river is dangerous and has undertow sees we may have safety issues with the 
undertow.  Family has hunting land and worries about safety of people maybe wandering onto 
the hunting land.  Says feels that young people need places to be outside,  says most children 
do not go outside anymore and likes the idea of somewhere for children and people to 
enjoy,.says we need this space but need to look into responsibility. Ms Evans is willing to give 
advice on conservation to committee  
 
Jesse Jacox - resident has history with paddlers grove says he provided the history to enbridge 
about the electric lake and the dam in that area . says houses there were for veterans, says 
inspired enbridge to donate the land for the jim hazel memorial park. Says insisted land stayed 
as public land not for any commercial or residential use Mr, Jacox says there is no oil on that 
property. mr jacox is a part of the county parks and the millage and knows all the ins and outs of 
the millage and explained to the residents why we have to do something or return the money,  
Mr. Jacox is a very big proponent for the area parks. Says if we decide to not go through can 
donate the money back to the county from emmett directly,  wants ada accessible. We need to 
keep traffic in mind. Says enbridge foundation has concerns about new part and use of existing 
park, mr jacox has extensive knowledge of history of this area and also emmett township. Mr 
Jacox said county did feasibility study of this property.  Mr Jacox gave background on interview 
about rededication of bridge park,  brought up about ketchum park in marshall they got funding 
from grants and other foundations  
 
Denise brodock - concerns about size because the wetlands are unusable space, 
 
Resident concerned about the drug use at current paddlers grove park,  has found needles, 
found a woman passed out and had to call the police  
 
Resident has found used needles in road, in driveway and road, says we need security and 
patrols     
 
Board commentary – 
 
John - expected this  - introduced jim meads letter and talked about parks in area and not too 
much we can add to the area.  The largest thing is the parks are all connected that are county 
parks. John would like to connect but really no way, has talked with Mike Wood who lives in 
area and he is for and will install bike paths. Wants a pickleball court bc none in area. Did not 
realize traffic was ongoing in the neighborhood says pickleball can be noisy says currently only 
outdoor pickleball court is KCC everything else is indoor. Says there is a pickleball going in at a 
marshall area. Says wattles park mens club would have room for pickleball he would like to 
make the pickleball the Gary Lincoln memorial court 
 
Kelley - explained background of why joined committee and understanding of concerns with 
pollution, noise and the concern for animals and the river. Went through enbridge spill as a 
resident 6 months after moving into emmett, Understand residents concern but wants to see 



green space, space for families, kids, etc in our area since our area does not offer much to any 
young people and children. 
 
Esther - green space is important took her children to parks when they were little. Esther 
husband proposed at bridge park, has great memories of our parks,  sticker shock at price tag. 
Will need the millage to keep being approved and we only need to do this is residents approve 
and want this. This should be a slow process and community involved.  Would like to 
understand more about the losing the funds issues. Garrett did confirm that the funds have to be 
allocated yearly or returned for the millage. Sad that we cannot blend the committees at this 
point wonders if we can change cemeteries to parks to use funds that way. Open to any creative 
thoughts and welcomes community involvement.  
 
 
Concerns about costs to switch gears and change any land/plans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


